IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17™
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR Bﬁowm
COUNTY, FLORIDA L

,_....u_
2

PHILIP M. MARTIN, CASE NO.
Plaintiff,

VS,

SANDRA A. TEAGUE,

Defendant.

COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, PHILIP M. MARTIN, sues Defendant, SANDRA A. TEAGUE, and alleges:

| This is an action for damages well in excess of Fifteen Thousand Dollars, the
jurisdictional limit of this Court.

2 Plaintiff, PHILIP MARTIN (“Martin™), is a resident of Broward County, Florida,
and is sui juris.

43 Upon information and belief, Defendant, SANDRA A. TEAGUE (“Teague™), is a
resident of Orange County, Florida, and is sui juris.

4, Venue is proper in Broward County, Florida, pursuant to Chapter 47, Florida
Statutes, as the cause or causes of action alleged herein accrued in Broward County.

o The American Kennel Club (the “AKC”) is a national organization founded more
than 100 years ago, dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of
purebred dogs and breeding for type and function. The AKC’s objective is to advance the study,

breeding, exhibiting, running and maintenance of purebred dogs.

FTL:1911333:2
1

RUDEN, McCLOSKY, SMITH, SCHUSTER & RUSSELL, P.A.
Caracas - Fr Lavderdale - Miami - Maples - Orlando « Port 51. Lucie - Sarzsota - St. Petersburg - Tampa - Tallahassee « West Palm Beach



6. Among its many functions, the AKC is the licensing and oversight body for all
judges authorized to judge AKC-sanctioned dog shows. As such, the AKC establishes,
administers and enforces all rules, regulations and requircments relative to the licensing of
judges authorized to judge AKC-sanctioned events.

7. Among its other functions, the AKC maintains a list of officially recognized dog
breeds, as well as a written standard describing the ideal and/or acceptable characteristics of each
recognized breed. Currently, the AKC recognizes over 150 breeds of dogs. Each breed is
assigned to one of seven groups, based on the uses for which the breeds were originally
developed. The seven groups currently recognized by the AKC are the Sporting, Hound,
Working, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting and Herding Groups.

8. The AKC currently sanctions several different types of dog show competitions,
including obedience, agility and conformation events. A conformation event is one where the
participants are judged against the AKC’s written standard for each particular breed, with the
winner being the dog that most closely conforms to the AKC’s written standard for that breed.

9. Conformation shows are structured such that all dogs of a particular breed
compete first against each other to identify the one dog from each breed that most closely
conforms to the AKC’s written standard for that breed (“Best of Breed”). The Best of Breed
winners then each compete within their respective groups to identify the dog from each group
that most closely conforms to the AKC’s written standard for its breed (the “Group Winner™).
Each Group Winner then goes on to compete against the other Group Winners to identify the one
dog, out of all participants, that is the best representative of its breed at the show that day (“Best
in Show™).
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10.  Each of these various stages of the competition within an AKC-sanctioned dog
show (i.e. Best of Breed, Group, Best in Show) is judged by AKC-licensed judges with special
knowledge of the breeds for which they are licensed and authorized to judge. To gain AKC
licensure, each judge must undergo an intense evaluation and review process, and satisfy strict
requirements designed to assure that the judge possesses significant experience and expertise as
to each breed for which he or she is ultimately licensed to judge.

11. Martin is an AKC-licensed Doberman Pinscher judge and, as a result, is
authorized to judge Doberman Pinscher best of breed competitions at all AKC-sanctioned
conformation shows. Martin is compensated for his judging assignments on the basis of a flat fee
for each Doberman Pinscher entered that day.

12.  Martin is also engaged in the business of breeding, training and showing purebred
Doberman Pinschers, at times operating under the name Phillmar Dobermans (“Phillmar”).
Martin is the breeder and co-owner of a purebred Doberman Pincher dog registered with the
AKC as Ch. Phillmar X-Static, WAC, CGC (“Stat™). At all times material hereto, Stat has been
ranked among the top twenty Doberman Pinschers in the United States for conformation.

13.  AKC-sanctioned conformation shows are held nearly every weekend in various
locations around the United States.

14.  Each of these shows is planned, organized and sponsored by regional or other
local dog clubs recognized by the AKC.

15.  Each local or regional club is responsible for hiring and compensating judges to
judge its conformation competitions. Each club hosting an AKC-sanctioned conformation show
is free to hire any AKC-licensed judges.
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16.  Because the clubs sponsorng AKC-sanctioned conformation shows make money
primarily from entry fees paid by the competitors, the clubs generally attempt lo select and hire
judges whom they believe to have a good reputation within the conformation fancy, and who
will, therefore, attract a large number of entrants.

17.  Martin has enjoyed considerable success in the conformation ring as a Doberman
Pinscher breeder. Martin has had a Doberman Pinscher ranked in the conformation top twenty
each and every year since 2003, Martin has worked tirelessly to better the Doberman Pinscher
breed, to establish his reputation as a premiere breeder of Doberman Pinschers and to be
recognized as an authority on the Doberman Pinscher breed.

18.  Since September of 2005, when he received his judging license from the AKC,
Martin has judged the Doberman Pinscher best of breed competition at between four (4) and five
(5) AKC-sanctioned conformation shows. In addition to these shows, Martin has been hired to
judge the Doberman Pinscher breed at between four (4) and five (5) additional AKC-sanctioned
conformation shows within the next year.

19. In August 2006, Martin judged the Doberman Pinscher Best of Breed
competition at an AKC-sanctioned conformation show in Santa Barbara, California (the
“California Show™).

20. As with all AKC-sanctioned conformation shows, the Doberman Pinscher Best of
Breed competition at the California Show was comprised of several preliminary rounds. First,
non-champion male dogs (“Dogs”), divided into approximately six (6) different classes based on
age and other characteristics such as color, competed against each other to be named “Winner’s
Dog.” Then, the same process was repeated with all non-champion female dogs (“Bitches”™) to
select “Winner’s Bitch.” Both Winner’s Dog and Winner’s Bitch were awarded points toward
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the fiftcen (15) points required by the AKC to achieve their conformation championship. The
number of points awarded to each was based on the number of Dogs and Bitches, respectively,
competing for Winner’s Dog and Winner’s Bitch that day. The points awarded for Winner’s
Dog and Winner's Bitch can range between one (1) and five (5), depending on the number of
entrants.

21.  Winner’s Dog and Winner’s Bitch then go on to compete against the Doberman
Pinschers with their conformation championships (the “Champions”) in the Best of Breed
competition. Once a Dog or Bitch accumulates its required fifteen points, it is considered a
Champion and no longer must participate in the preliminary Winner's Dog/Winner’s Bitch
competition but, rather, may compete directly in the Best of Breed competition.

22.  Among the Dogs competing for Winner’s Dog honors at the California Show was
Holder Park’s Red Hot Cayenne (“Cayenne”). Cayenne is a direct lineal descendant of Stat.

93, Martin did not breed Cayenne, and at no time did Martin own or have any
financial or other interest whatsoever in Cayenne.

24.  Cayenne was named Winner’s Dog at the California Show, but did not earn Best
of Breed honors. As Winner’s Dog, Cayenne received one (1) point toward his conformation
championship. However, even with the one point earned at the California Show, Cayenne
remained several points shy of qualifying for his Champion title. The number of points any
given Dog or Bitch has toward its conformation championship is information that is readily
available and easily obtainable on the AKC website, www . ake.org.

95.  Martin did not violate any AKC judging rules by judging Cayenne at the
California Show.
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26. On September 14, 2006, Defendant Teague posted an entry (the “Online Post™) on
www.cyberdobes.com, an Internet discussion forum operated and maintained as a forum for
people to exchange ideas and discuss jssues relevant to breeding and showing Doberman
Pinschers. A true and correct copy of the Online Post is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

217. In the Online Post, Teague made scveral malicious, defamatory and false
statements about Martin.

28. Specifically, Teague criticized Martin for judging the California Show in light of
the fact that Cayenne was entered, because Cayenne was a lineal descendant of Stat, even though
Teague knew or should have known that no AKC rule prohibited Martin from judging Cayenne.
Teague directly challenged Martin’s integrity and fitness to judge by suggesting that Martin had
breached the AKC’s code of ethics, and concluding “but knowing Philip he'll recover from this

just like the way he recovers from everything else he has gotten away with.”

29.  Teague also falsely, maliciously and with intent to impugn Martin’s character,
integrity and fitness to judge stated that Martin had “smoozed [sic] his way to the TOP obtained

a judging license without having ALL the requirements needed.” These statements were false,

were known by Teague to be false, or were made recklessly and without regard to their truth or
falsity.

30.  Additionally, Teague directly and falsely stated that Cayenne received his
conformation championship as a result of the one point awarded to Cayenne as Winner’s Dog at
the California Show. Teague knew or should have known that this was a false statement, as that
information was readily available to Teague had she desired to confirm its accuracy prior to

posting the Online PostL.
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31.  Teague then continued by suggesting that Martin had awarded Winner’'s Dog to
Cayenne in order the further a personal objective held by Martin. Specifically, Teaguc wrote
about Martin: “remember he's on some kind of mission to be able to brag that Stat is the Top CH.
producer in the Top 20.......If I remember correctly didn't that finish the dog all this BS has been
about 7777" Teague’s statement was made with the intent to impugn Martin’s character and
integrity, and to suggest that Martin was dishonest and corrupt.

32.  In addition to the foregoing, Teague falsely stated that Cayenne was handled at
the California Show by a handler who had previously worked for Martin, again suggesting some
improper conduct or bias in Martin’s judging at the California Show. This statement was false
when made, and was made by Teague with knowledge of its falsity or without regarding for the
truth or falsity thereof.

33. Overall, Teague stated and/or strongly implied that Martin has committed
numerous dishonest and unethical acts, thereby impugning his character and his ability to serve
as an AKC judge. If that weren’t enough, Teague has also stated that Martin has a rage or anger
problem, that she has personally witnessed Martin “attack” other breeders or handlers on
multiple occasions, and opined that Martin needs to seek “anger management” counseling.

34.  Teague’s malicious attacks against Martin were intentional, malicious and were
designed by Teague to damage Martin’s reputation as a judge, a breeder and a man of integrity.
Teague’s intent is clear in her statement that “I hope all these people that keep giving him
[judging] assignments are paying attention....”

33 Teague also falsely states that she “lmows” Martin, suggesting that, as a result,
she has some particular insight into Martin’s character, motivations and integrity. Again, these
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false statements were made with the intent to negatively influence other’s opinions of Martin’s
character and integrity.

36. Although Teague wrote that “this won't hurt [Martin], he's like superman the
bullets just bounce off,” this statement too is incorrect. As a direct and proximate result of the
Online Post, and much of the confusion and false assumptions resulting therefrom, Martin has
been damaged.

37.  Recently, Martin learned that a club which has hired him to judge its Doberman
Pinscher Best of Breed competition in March of 2007 had been contacted by numerous potential
exhibitors who, based on the false, misleading and malicious statements contained in the Online
Post, threatened to withhold their entries unless Martin was replaced with a different judge.

38.  Teague’s statements as outlined above and set forth in more detail in Exhibit A

are of a nature that would tend to subject Martin to hatred, distrust, ridicule, contempt, and
disgrace within the conformation dog show fancy in general, and within the Doberman Pinscher
fancy in particular.

39,  Teague’s statements have injured Martin’s reputation as a dog show judge, a
Doberman Pinscher breeder, and as a man of integrity.

40.  Teague’s statements attribute to Martin conduct, characteristics and/or conditions
incompatible with the proper exercise of his duties as a dog show judge, and directly challenge
his ethics and qualifications to be licensed as an AKC judge.

41.  Teague intended to defame and injure Martin through the Online Post.

42 In Florida, false statements which suggest that someone has committed a
dishonest or illegal act are considered defamatory per se, and no damages must be proved for
these statement to be actionable.
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